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-'First the Air Force came to. Ely, 
Nev ., 1 in December 1&77 to look oyer:: 
valleys south'of town ’as possible- sites 
for the new, giant MX intercontinen- 
tal ballistic missileL . .. ;..Tj 

Then, last-month, with Ely now a fa- 
vorite to base/som&i MX,, missiles,- 
came the Soviets, dressed in jeank.and., 
sport shirts and almost 2,500 miles 
from theirpostain, Washingtqn.VThey 
identified, themselves as Vladimirova-, 
sov and Vladimir 'Militsyn^he Spytet^ 
embassy lists Kvasov as a lieutenant ' 
commander and an assistant military t 
attache and Aimtsyn'as a civUian em-: 
ploye of the attache’s office. 

'Trailing light .behind them, and 
sometimes even a stop ahe ad, were | 
agents of. the, FBI; ateo wearing fhe^ 
casual cowboys garb of .the area, 

That October day the, Russians*; apd 
' the FBI, vfkted Ely (population 6,500) 
is one the townspeople will not forget. 

It was, .moreover, an event that pro- 
vides a vivid glimpse at one of the 
sometimes humorous but often seri- 
ous intelligence ' ' games regularly 
1 played by the two superpowers. * 

Military attaches are, in a ?ense*fc- 
gal spies. Stationed in' each' -other s 
capitals,. ihey ^regularly travel, trying; 
to collect “whatever information that, 
might prov#/ Useful. And, those” wan- < 
derings; axe? always monitored by the- 

host countryls^security';, agents-^he:; 

KGB in the ’Soviet Union and the rBi ; 
here. ; *'• ' 12277 

. i T he d ay ; the’Sovie ts showed! tipv ©cts. 

4; Irene Carson, the assistant/llbrar; 

■ ian 'at? ‘Ely sitpublic? lihf ary^twas^ifun- 
ning things, because, herboss AvaSj'at'.a 
conventionniSMlr^feiiaW^S^J^^il^P; 

As she recalls i*ftWo FBI agents ar- 
rived at the- library 'before' -it opened 
and told? her, : two Soviets with* diplo- 
matics immunity would be coming ;.tov : 
town on theplane from Elko3«#ti^tttF 
“The Russi ans were pretty '<siftSfe'?to- 
show : up”* at. the library,- the 1 - agents 
told Carson, ‘’since they had doheAhat; 
the day beforb^Elkpy^»'i^«^^| 
Carsoh”was i£ 'gtv«i'a : ' 'desmptionmf 
the men ' ’aiid‘l shown pictures ' by^ the 
FBI agents.'- 5 They told" her td ’ give 
them everything they wanted. and thje . 

agents would retum? : Iai*9B,Lk¥«»^®o 


• " Around 11 a m., the two showed up^ 
Carson said, “dressed vety casual’ 
and described’ themselves as “travel- 
ers from -(Washington, D.C.”. - ' 

The; younger Russian went to the 
newspaper rack, while, . his . friend 
ask^djor books “on industry in Las t 
Vegas, 1’ Carson said. Mas Vegas is outi 
of bounds for Soviet embassy person-4 
nel because of its. proximity to Nellis - 
Air, Force Base and the, Nevada nu-* 
clear test site.' - ' ; . 

When Carson told, the Soviet that 
gambling was the one. industry in Las 
Vegas,/ he- said he .would browse 
” around the library. '"-•■/ -M* - "■ - '— /• 

. Shortly;, however, they both came 
hack. with a book “on the Nevada test 
sites,” Carson recalled. The .volume 
was , the 300-page environmental im- 
pact statement for the: .Nevada site,, 
where the U.S. government conducts 
underground tests of its nuclear weap- 
ons.-' a-,- r iM~ 

They asked if they could photocopy 
the book, and Carson told them it 
would have, to be done at the county 


courthouse. 

The older Russian sent his - col- > 
league off to do that while he re- 
mained' at the library telling Carson, 
as she remembers it, -Til stay here 
for security,” since books normally 
are not- allowed, to be taken, from the 
building by visitors: ’ 

His colleague returned some .time 
later to say the c oiirth6u.se fehotqcopy- 1 
irfe^achlhe could not r be -/used Tor 
such a big job but that he had found a 
store that would do it^but at a costjof 

m 


- : 'Ed’'Meyer, clerk at''tnestore, said 
tb^ Russian told him. fie was “an ‘ en- 
ergy engineer” from' Washington who 1 
needed the information in the book 
and' was only ;in .'town for a 'little 
while. Since - he was A in 'such a rush, 
theu-Rpssian said he'would do the pho- 
tocopying himself so that Meyer could 
continue to wait on customers; 

^^C'imme^ely^kReri-thegbb 
was,.- dbnc and : the;/ Russian had" de- 
parfed;van FBI agent^'dressed like a 

cowboy,”- accordingioMeyer, came in, 

■ Ip r pattern- that. ;w&s?xepeated.at ey- 
efy stop the So viefs-ihade, the agents 

askedthbiEly;: people: loA'pcairexactlyJ 

whatf. thevisitors, had- said and. what 


Meanwhile, back at the library, the 
senior Russian' attempted to make 
small talk with, assistant librarian • 
■Carson.,- . / *, 

At one point, “He asked me if Fd 
ever? been Ao Russia,” she said,; and: 
later he gave her; an illustrated book • 
on SALT' DE - 

% When th«Tyouh®Br attache reburned 
thei library i book, .the two departed, 
but^hot befbre’asking> where A local 
Tndiira. i'eservation-.waS. About 15ft In- 
dians’ who- had, lived on a small reser- 
vation in 'town had /recently moved to,; 
new homes some distance away. Car' • 
son said. she told them. • „. . 

They deft,i»she^called, -saying they * 
wanted td walk to the old reservation. '] 
When;' the/ FBI r. later .interviewed 
Carson, they, asked., her to give; them? 
the SALT II book, and took it with 
therm- . - Vi 
Another stop for the;, Russian duo • 
was the White, Fine County Chamberj. 
of Cdmmerce^jS^'M . 

Betty, Whitehurst, who manages the 
office; hadjbeen called the nighf be- ( 
fore -their: arrival “by a local law-en- \ 
forcement official” and warned of 
their possible visit because of the pat- 
tern, of their.past activities. ... 

"The y, g ave- me their height /and/ 

kge,” and tofdfi'me to treat'*tHeih/klA«'e • 
do all touri^s/gMfcf 
. When the Russians did arrive, they ' 
talked a.bit and visited the town’s mm. 
seum.signingin;'at;the.registen^ )]; ,-^ 
; ...'From. .Whitehurst’s , pamphlet . .(Jis-. 
play, they took almost -every/ item, 5 - in-r 
eluding, the. Chamber: manager c Iaugh-, 
ingly pointed outM‘a; 9-inch. by.,?-inch 
: shoplifting; placard, wiiich w^na^you 

can be. detaine^ und^^eya^ Jawifor 

shoplifting.”,., jVrtiMoftfeairSs* 

f :/Tt’s very popular with store: owners 
here,” Whitehurst said, .“because.be- 
- fore, people could just, walk; out after 
being caught and we couldn't ’ do any;?: 
thing about it’^ She cpuld , not explain 
why the; Russian? -took that iterf,^;'^ 
' Another’ stop was the White . Pine. 
Development/Corp,-, . where, according: 
to Mike. Bourne, /Sjfhey. ask^d^for gen* 
era! information 'about ,th'e area* 5^ ^ 
the kind of industry .ip the area.” 

' They told?' Bourne they were? from; 
an embassy -in Washington, and he. 
quickly spotted them as Russians,- de-s 
spite their Western, dress, because/ as 
he put it,’“both their first names were 
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and,:according to '*3 local newsman, 
spoke loudly in Russian.^ W -A* 

' .In,; the wake of the visit,'': sumora 
spread as to, what had. actually taken 

place in Ely-.,". ,; v ^ >1? • : 

■ The locahhewspaper-’The Ely Daily 
Times, wrote it up a week later as an 
item in its column that records town 
doings— some of which is just gossip. 

The sheriff's office, which provided 
advance information to somestowns- 
people, said through a spokesman 
Wednesday that the whole tiling 
never happened. 

> When a Las- Vegas .newspaper 
jumped on the story, Brig. Gen. Guy 
Hecker, the chief Air Force Spokes- 
man on the MX, said the visit showed 
the So'rtete.ar# concerned about the< 
"miadle*® . , ,;v ;1 • . - 

V- He added, “We want them to know 
as much as possible” about the basing. 
since'lhttSoviet ability to verify how 
n ' an 7 ' of/ the : mobile, missiles , are in 
each site id important under SALT II. 

, :^®^B^has remained silent „ about , 
the a£fadyr.;| J 
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